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President’s Reflections

I was tempted to give this column, the heading, “lies,
damned lies and statistics” (with apologies to Disraeli)
but thought that might be provocative. One of the many
tasks awaiting my attention this week is the compilation
of our annual parish statistics which were supposed to be
sent to the Registrar of the diocese by the end of
February. I am always reluctant to do this, partly because
it’s a bit time consuming and I find ‘on line’ forms a
terrible bother to complete but mainly because I am more
and more of the opinion that our diocese is far too
preoccupied with numbers.

As you are all aware back in 2002 our Archbishop
Peter Jensen launched the diocesan mission with its aim
of having 10% of the population of Sydney in Bible
based churches by the end of the
decade. Leaving aside the
ticklish question of what is a
‘Bible based’ church (one that
follows the lectionary,
perhaps?), the aim of growing
our congregations has much to
commend it. The positive effect of the mission and
Connect 09 which grew out of it, is that parishes have
been encouraged to be innovative and imaginative in
their evangelism. New congregations have been planted
and record numbers of students have graduated from
Moore College. Whether we are in ordained ministry or
committed laypeople we are all delighted when we see
people coming to faith and growing in faith.

Our Lord’s great commission ‘to go and make
disciples of all nations’ as stated in the closing verses
of Matthew’s Gospel, remains relevant for all
Christians.

But it is also true that the mission has had its down
side: the emphasis on numerical growth has led to
considerable discouragement and even depression among
some clergy. I have no statistical evidence for this but
plenty of anecdotal evidence from conversation with
other ministers. Many clergy feel pressured to perform
and to keep the statistics favourable. If one’s
congregation is not growing significantly then the
temptation is to feel that you are failing, or not working
hard enough. I remember leaving a Connect 09 meeting
last year and hearing one minister remark, ‘How much
more do they expect us to do?” We have forgotten that
God calls us to be faithful, but not necessarily successful.
We also easily forget that it is the Holy Spirit who
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brings people to faith and the spirit does this in many
different ways, often unexpected.

It is interesting that in Paul’s prayers for the churches
found in Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians he never
prays that they will grow numerically. Instead he prays
that ‘their love may overflow more and more with
knowledge and full insight’ (Phil. 1.9); he prays that they
will have ‘a spirit of spirit of wisdom and revelation’ as
they come to know Christ more (Eph.1.17) and he prays
that they will ‘lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully
pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work.” 1
believe we have become so focused on evangelism that
we have neglected the spiritual growth of our
congregations and in particular their pastoral needs.
We have been so busy planning the next big evangelistic
outreach that we have neglected the sick, the lonely and
the marginalized in our
congregations.

The New Testament church grew
at an astonishing rate but numbers
were never mentioned —growth came
as a by-product of being vital caring
Christian communities. Jesus said, “By this everyone
will know that you are my disciples; if you have love for
one another.” (John 13.35) We want to be mission
minded churches but we also want to be churches
which are growing in love for God and for each other
- the two should be natural companions. That I’'m sure
is the reality in many of our churches but it is sadly not
the public perception of the Anglican Church in Sydney.
When people describe us they are much more likely to
use adjectives like judgmental, discriminatory and
litigious. Might it also be true that part of the reason for
the huge financial losses sustained by our Diocesan
Endowment last year was the desire to make bigger
profits so that more mission activities could be put into
effect. We have behaved like a corporation selling a
product, rather than a community inspired and
empowered by the Holy Spirit.

There is much more I could say but perhaps I should
stop writing now and go and fill out that statistics

Philip Bradford
Parish of Hunters Hill
















One Church One Faith

Centenary History of St Peter’s Anglican Church, Cremorne 1909 - 2009

The year 2009 was a momentous one for St Peter’s,
Cremorne when, during May and June, we celebrated
both our centenary and welcomed our new rector, Fr
Neil Vearing, and his wife Heather.

The anniversary of the first service held in the church
was celebrated on 3 May, at which Bishop Richard
Appleby both celebrated and preached.
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1923 — Church and newly completed War Memorial Hall, the
latter opened by the former Prime Minister, W M “Billy” Hughes.

The work and dedication of the women of the parish was
recognised on 24 May with our Acting Rector Fr Ken
Munns as celebrant, and the Revd Dr Julia Perry,
Chaplain to Anglican Care in the Diocese of Newcastle
(and an ordinand from St Peter’s to Newcastle Diocese
in the 1980s) the preacher.

No time to rest on our laurels, as on June 5 Fr Neil was
commissioned and he and Heather welcomed to the
parish family. Complete with balloons and streamers,
on Sunday afternoon 7 June the church resounded to a
brilliant British “Proms” Concert produced by Director
of Music David Coburn (and there is to be a repeat
performance this year at 2pm on Monday 14 June, the
Queen’s birthday holiday).

2009 — Patronal Festival Eucharist
Lto R:Fr Ken Munns, Archbishop Roger Herft, Fr Neil Vearing

Then on 28 June the culmination of our two months’
celebrations with our Patronal Festival Eucharist,
with Fr Neil as celebrant, Fr Ken as Deacon, and an
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old friend of the parish, Archbishop Roger Herft, the
preacher, and luncheon guest following the service.

The heading of this article epitomises the history of St
Peter’s, and the future But it is also the title of a book
commissioned to celebrate our centenary and
researched and written by historian Dr Ruth Frappell,
well known to many Anglicans Together subscribers.

The book is now with the printers, and it is anticipated it
will be launched either at the end of April, or early in
May by Justice David Davies, who has had a long
association with St Peter’s. Anglicans Together
subscribers will be receiving a invitation. We hope to
see you there.

To quote from the Foreword written by Bishop Ken
Mason: “The excellence of this production highlights
two things. Firstly, it reveals what fascinating
information is to be found in parish records, which need
to be collated. Secondly, it demonstrates how
important it is that such endeavours are taken on by
competent, sympathetic and knowledgeable writers with
a strong sense of history, such as Dr Frappell”.

The book will retail at $35.

St Peter’s Church has moved into 2010 undertaking
many activities from Bible study to patchwork. Some of
these began with small beginnings two to three years
ago but have grown, appealing, or are a service, to the
wider community. There is Playtime for Toddlers,
accompanied by a parent, every Thursday morning for
two hours in school term time. This outreach to the
community is an opportunity for parents to get to know
each other within the area in which they live.

Tuesday Talks once a month - this is Morning Tea
followed by a talk for up to an hour including question
time. Topics have ranged from spirituality, climate
change, the corporate world, education, travel,
psychiatry and Christian principles. Speakers have been
from both within and outside the parish. There is an



untapped depth in congregations of spirituality,
experiences, life styles and careers.
Words and the Word @ St Peter’s: - A monthly Book
Club meeting on a Friday night for a communal meal
followed by discussion on the content of the chosen
title. Each member takes it in turn to select the book,
which can be on any subject from Religious to fiction,
with the provisos that the title is available locally
through bookseller or library, is a reasonable price, and
that it is not of “Gone with the Wind” length.
Newcomers from outside the parish are welcomed.
St Peter’s continues to be very much Community and
Mission oriented, and supports a wide range of
Missions, including Taldumande, a youth refuge
(secular) in our local area with whom we have been
associated since the 1980s. All fund raising activities
are for Missions. Our total giving to Missions for 2009
was $20,497.

Anne FitzPatrick

ANGLICAN CLERGY SUPPORT

SHEIKH MANSOUR LEGHAEI

Fr Dave Smith of Holy Trinity, Dulwich Hill and Fr
Gwilym Henry Edwards are members of the
“Marrickville Multi-faith Round Table”, a group,
consisting of local Christian (of various denominations),
Muslim, Jewish, Hindu and Parsee leaders, which is
supporting Sheikh Leghaei’s fight against deportation
back to Iran.

Sheikh Leghaaei is the leader of the Imam Husain
Islamic Centre in Earlwood set up in 1997 and given the
blessing of the then Attorney-General Philip Ruddock.
Currently, ASIO are refusing to reconsider its negative
security assessment of the Sheikh, who arrived with his
wife and small son, Ali, 13 years ago. Sheikh Leghaei
now has four children; the three children born in
Australia will be allowed to remain in Australia, but his
wife and eldest son, now 20-years old and studying at a
university, are to be deported.

Speaking on the ABC Late Line programme on Monday,
9 March, Fr Dave said “They made a negative security
assessment of him, what, 13 years ago and they’ve left
him here for 13 years?”

Fr Gwilym said: “He’s been denied natural justice. If he
hasn’t been able to see what charges are raised against
him or to defend himself, I would have thought that was
a basic human right.”

A DATE FOR YOUR 2011 DIARY
OCTOBER FRI 28™ - SUN 30™

ANGLICANS TOGETHER
WEEKEND AWAY

Tops Conference Centre, Stanwell Tops
A time for food for thought, fun and friendship

TRANBY ABORIGINAL COLLEGE Australia's

oldest indigenous education
provider (established in
1958) has announced, that
due to lack of Government
financial funding, it will have
to reduce the number of
Certificate courses offered in
2010.

Tranby, in the inner western suburb of Glebe, is an
adult education provider catering exclusively to
Indigenous (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders)
students from around the country. It offers certificate
and diploma level courses in legal studies, governance,
Aboriginal Studies, Community development, office
skills and literacy and numeracy.

The Anglican Church was involved in Tranby’s
foundation, through The Reverend Alf Clint, who had
been a missionary in Papua New Guinea, and, with
the support of the Australian Board of Missions,
founded Tranby in 1958 as a hostel for young
indigenous men training to run co-operatives in the
bush. It has now evolved into an institution
providing courses in governance, office skills and
Aboriginal history.

Lindon Coombes, Tranby’s Chief Executive Officer said
in an Address to the NSW Reconciliation Conference
“At a time when “social inclusion” and “closing the
gap” are the catch cries when it comes to Indigenous
issues, it is an embarrassment that an Institution like
Tranby finds itself in a position where it is dealing with
declining revenue from government and is expected to
operate in a constant state of uncertainty.”

“Tranby is a special institution, an iconic institution, for
many reasons. Firstly, we provide a free education to
Indigenous people from anywhere in the country. If you
are an Indigenous adult, anywhere in Australia and have
the required aptitude to undertake our courses — you can
gain a qualification from Tranby and will have all of
your expenses covered, and will also enjoy Aunty
Patty’s exceptional food.”

“I am also immensely proud of the role that Tranby
plays in providing a re-entry point back into education
for many of our people — particularly older people
wishing to re-engage with education. For many of our
students, Tranby is the only viable option for further
education because of the support we are able to provide,
and because we are one of the few educational facilities
that doesn’t just accommodate Aboriginality — we
embrace it, in fact we live it. It’s difficult to articulate
what it means for Aboriginal people to come to a place
where you’re part of the majority and where your culture
is the prevailing culture.”

“One of the cornerstones of reconciliation is Indigenous
and non-Indigenous people working together for a
common cause. In this context, there is no better
example of reconciliation than Tranby.”

The full text of Lindon Coombes’ Address is on the Tranby
website www.tranby.edu.au.




'THE BIBLE IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH' PROJECT

launched by the Anglican Communion
Posted: January 28, 2010 1:17 PM Iby ACNS: http://www.aco.org/acns/news

'Our engagement with the Bible has several
aspects to it - rather like the different parts of a
house. The actual black print on white paper on
which the words of the Bible are written resembles
the front door of the house - our point of access
and welcome. Then as we enter the house we find
ourselves standing on Christ the Rock, who is the
living foundation-stone of the whole building in
which we are located. The walls that separate us
room from room can be linked to the different
contexts which we bring to our study and
exploration of the scriptures, which affect the shape
and parameters of our reading. But overarching all,
as a roof for the entire building, is the world-wide
Church which both embraces and offers a
generous boundary for our reading.’

This striking image was offered by Archbishop
David Moxon of New Zealand Archbishop and Co-
Presiding Bishop of the Anglican Church in
Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia and Bishop
of Waikato, as he opened the first meeting of the
Steering Group of 'The Bible in the Life of the
Church' at St Andrews House, London, 30
November - 3 December 2009.

'The Bible in the Life of the Church'is a major
project being undertaken over three years by
the Anglican Communion, mandated by the
Anglican Consultative Council at its Jamaica
meeting in May 2009. It is seeking to discover how
Anglican Christians read the Bible, recognizing the
very diverse contexts we inevitably bring to this
reading. With the support of the Anglican
Communion Department of Theological Studies,
the work of this Bible project will largely take place
in a number of Regional Groups based around
theological education institutions in Kenya,
Southern Africa, South East Asia, Oceania, North
America and Britain. Representatives of each of
these regions were present at the opening Steering
Group meeting in London and together set up the
process that the Regional Groups will seek to
follow throughout the coming year.

We are also planning to set up a number of "User
Groups" that will enable input from other parts of
the Anglican Communion. We also have on the
Steering Group members from Latin America and
Nigeria. The "User Groups" will take part in the
project by testing out material that emerges from
the work of the Steering and Regional Groups.

In order to enable the overall task with which this
'Bible project' has been entrusted, it has been

agreed to ask those who will be participating to
undertake first of all some serious biblical
engagement with the Fifth Mark of Mission of the
Anglican Communion. The Fifth Mark of Mission
speaks of the missionary imperative, 'to strive
to safeguard the integrity of creation and
sustain and renew the life of the earth." We
hope that, through exploring together a selection of
key biblical passages which relate to this theme -
widely acknowledged as one of the most crucial
challenges facing the Churches and humanity
today - we will be able to offer evidence of the way
in which we, as Anglicans, actually handle the Bible
and to identify principles of biblical interpretation.

Reflecting on the Steering Group meeting, Stephen
Lyon, the project's administrator said, ‘those
involved left London excited by the possibilities of
the project. It will involve the grass roots as
well as scholars; encourage an excitement in
exploring the Bible, take seriously the diversity of
our Communion while acknowledging the
foundational place Scripture has always played in
our common life.’

Clare Amos, the Anglican Communion's Director for
Theological Studies, echoed this commitment to
ensure that the project takes seriously the widest
possible range of Anglican experience. 'Af our
meeting in London we shared both our high hopes
for the task, and a range of creative ways of taking
this work forward. We want the people of the
Anglican Communion as a whole to share the
sense of urgency and importance that the project is
generating. It is vital that different regions of the
Anglican world are empowered to make their
distinctive contributions. Stephen and | believe that
among our responsibilities will be to ensure that
news about the progress of the work is shared
widely. One of the tools for this will be a section
dedicated to the project on the Anglican
Communion website. So watch this space!'

The Regional Group representative for Oceania is
the Rev‘d Dr Charles Sherlock, Executive Officer,
Board of Ministry, Diocese of Bendigo, Australia.
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